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master " is true also of nations, and very specially true of
those plutocrat-ridden Powers which have of late stumbled
into an enormous increase of material wealth without having
made any intelligent provision for its proper distribution
and administration ?

However, the economic reform of the Empire is a long
business, whereas the release of Abd-el-Nebi and his
neighbors is a matter of the stroke of a pen, once public
opinion is shamed into activity. I fear I have stated their
case very unfairly and inadequately, because I am hampered,
as an Irishman, by my implacable hostility to English
domination. Mistrusting my own prejudices, I have taken
the story from the two parliamentary papers in which our
officials have done their utmost to whitewash the tribunals
and the pigeon-shooting party, and to blackwash the
villagers. Those who wish to have it told to them by
an Englishman of unquestionable personal and social
credentials, and an intimate knowledge of Egypt and the
Egyptians, can find it in Mr Wilfrid Scawen Blunt's
pamphlet entitled " Atrocities of British Rule in Egypt."
When they have read it they will appreciate my forbear-
ance ; and when I add that English rule in Ireland has been
"animated by the same spirit" (I thank Lord Cromer for
the phrase) as English rule in Egypt, and that this is the
inevitable spirit of all coercive military rule, they will
perhaps begin to understand why Home Rule is a necessity
not only for Ireland, but for all constituents of those
Federations of Commonwealths which are now the only
permanently practicable form of Empire.

POSTSCRIPT. These sheets had passed through the press
when the news came of Lord Cromer's resignation. As he
accuses himself of failing health, he will perhaps forgive
me for accusing him of failing judgment, and for suggesting
that his retirement from office might well be celebrated in
Egypt by the retirement, at his intercession, of Abd-el-Nebi
and the rest from penal servitude.